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CCE North American Conference

~ Paul O6Donnel |

April 9-10, 2010 was the date of the annual
Convention of the North America Province of
Comhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann which was held in
Parsippany, NJMany members of GWCC are alsc
members of the O'Neill Malcom Branch of CCE at
made the journey to pake of the weekend's
activities.

Since Parsippany is easily drivable from the D(
area, we arrived on Friday afternoon in time to
register and settle in before the first dance
workshop. Padraig & Roisin McEneany led about
sets through the VictaiJdig Set and the first half of
the Dunmanway SetAfter a short break, there was
great ceili featuring the fabulous Green Gates Cei
Band-and they were really ON for this night. Ther
were 2024 sets on the floor for most dances whict
included a miof the familiar standards and newer
dances including the Claddagh set and the MoycU
set. Meanwhile, throughout the rest of the hotel,
there were several sessions involving musicians f
all areas of the continent and at all levels of skill.
Many played on late into the night/morning.

Friday night ceili ~ Laurailee0d Connor

We wually skip the Saturday morning workshop
which covers several ceili dances; the afternoon
workshop presented the full Dunmanway set, followe
by the Boyne setAgain there were around 20 sets for
the workshop; many were newer dancers, so we spel
extra tme on some basic footwork and dancing at hor,
and dancing a house arounditer a long enough break
to get cleaned up, people started to congregate for th
banquet which always features some-hopch area
performers.The Ceili Mor started only a hatiour late
(which is pretty good!) and, along with the Caledoniar
and Clare Plain sets, it also included the Claddagh s€
again and the Boyne set from the worksh&pr music,
the New York AllStars included Joanie Madden, Bria
Conway, Brendan Dolan, Bidd McComiskey and
several others; not surprisingly, they were in fine form

W'Bahdar nd

The New York Adstal Friends Laur &

It's worth mentioning that the folks in Parsippany have
hosted this gathering for 3 of the last 7 years aost rof
the bugs have been worked out (there was plenty of
water and it was promptly refilled, there were plenty @
tables and chairs for the ceilis, the music was great,
things started on time, etc.).

After Mass Sunday morning and the buffet breakfast,
Continued on next page
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final dance workshop taught the Armagh Jétis
was immediately followed by the "Going Home
Ceili" which included the Mazurka set, the Newpo
set, and the Kilfenora Plaintsd his ceili always
features a gradually diminishing roomful of dance
as folks head for homawNe stayed over for a more
leisurely dive back on MondayVord is that the
2011 convention will be held in San Antonio, TX
which will be a new location for &

&\

All night session in hotel lobbyL aur ai | een O

DANCE NOTES
~Edi e O6Donnel |l

On Sunday, April 28, the GWCC monthly ceili
was held at Cherry Hill ParkDespite other Irish
activities being held that day, we still had a spirite
crowd of nearly 60 dancers attendinghe workshop
dance was the Claddagh Set, taught by Dick
deFreyre. The third figure, the cross chain, has a
the ladies moving at top spkeand after a couple of
tries, they all had it! The band was great with Ting
Eck, Betsy O6Mall ey, P
Glickman, who kept the seven sets dancing at a b
pace.

The first set of dances included the Clare Mazu
Set, North Kerry 8t and the Siege of Enni®oth
the dinner and the dessert tables overflowed with
goodies, which were thoroughly enjoyed during th
first break. The second set of dances started with
Clare Plain Set, followed by the Sweets of May ar
the Doire Cholmitle Set. All the dancers were mor
than ready for a good break by the end of that set
dances.Brian Madigan was the lucky winner of thi

mo nt h 0 sWeSedédxhe evening with the
Claddagh Set, the Ballyvourney Jig Set, a waltz sung
by Betsy, and the evdavorite Clare Lancers &e

The GWCC Dancers were in fine form for the
Southern Maryland Celtic Festival on Saturday, April
24", This festival faced the loss of its streak of sunny
days, but the early morning rain abated just in time fo
the festivities to proceed. We hgrkat participation for
several dances where we invited the audience to join
the fun. I n bet ween, we
with figures from the Antrim Square Set, Louvain Set
and Dublin Set, and choreographies of the Mazurka §
and Borlin/Tumbérs Sets.We are very lucky to have
Danny Flynn and Pond Scum providing live music for
the dancing, which was evident when the Scottish gr¢
performing earlier in the day had to perform two danc
sans music, when their tape gave up the ghost! Once
agan, Danny opened his home to dancers and music
after the festival. With a potluck supper, and more m
and dancing, it was a perfect day!

UPCOMING CEILIS AND CLASSES

Dondét forget t o jendicailiau g
CherryHillonMay3°, with a fibig
our favorite musicians. Bring your friends, dancers a
nondancers alike. The evening will be full of wonder
music to please all participantSee page 9 for all the
details

Finally, theSweats of Summedpegns at the Frost
Center on Thursday, Jun&.3See the flier on paded
for all the details!

SET OF THE MONTH

Dick de Freyre will be reviewing thearis Setduring
the 4:00 class session at taed-of-Yea Ceili onMay
239 This lovely set, whic
set rightoé movement co0me
County Clare. Dance notes for the Paris $e€ on
pages 11 and 1 this issue.
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CCE MAD Week!

The O-WMblemBranch of Comhaltas
Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCE), the local Washington me
branch of the Iristbased organization charged with
promoting Irish culture, and Mitch Fanning
(Director) are pleased to invite you to participate i
CCE Musical Arts & Dance Weeluly 59, 2010
2010.

Now in its fifth year, CCE MAD Week aff has
assembled an exceptional faculty in all areas of
study: Fiddl® Kevin Burke, Brendan Mulvihill,
Cleek Schrey, Donna Long, Robert Spates;
Flute/Whistlé Isaac Alderson, Laura Byrne Egan;
Uilleann Piped Isaac Alderson; Guitér All-Ireland
Champion Josh DukeButton Accordio® Sean
McComiskey; SeailNos (oldstyle) Step Dancing
Shannon Dunne; Set DancihgMarilyn Moore &
Shannon Dunne; BodhrdnMyron Bretholz; Ceili
Band Jesse Winch.

CCE MAD Week instrumental and dance class
are designed to offer registtarof all ages and level
of ability a unique opportunity to improve their
playing and dancing in a fuiilled, challenging, and
safe learning environmentnstrumentalists will be
taught traditionall in group classes, arranged
according to ability andxperience with traditional
Irish music. Each class will convene twice daily fo
ninety minutes. Each class will learn a variety of
tune® hornpipes, jigs, reels, polkas, mazurkas, b
dances, airs, and highlands among others. The tu
in each class are honly fun to play, but great ear
training exercises as well. Learning them will give
students the opportunity to improve their ear,
technique, and memory skills. Each instrumentalig

Fiddle class at 2009 MAD Week

will also receive a private halfourlesson with one of
our teaching staff during the week.

In addition to class and private instruction,
instrumental students will have an opportunity to play
traditional Irish sessions, hear faculty performances
throughout the week, and performtla¢ concluding ceili
and concert on Friday night.

All registrant® instrumentalists and dancérsre
encouraged to participate lumchtimeelective classes
including sessions, bodhran (Irish drumming), basic |
seannos (oldstyle) step dancing, drgroup set dancing
Celtic crafts, pennywhistle, and ceili band.

Classes and final concert and ceili will take place g
the Washington Waldorf School, 4800 Sangamore R¢
Bethesda, MD 2081%Sangamore Road is between
Massachusetts Avenue and Mattiur Boulevard, near
Glen Echo).

For registration forms and additional information,
please visitvww.ccepotomac.org

2010 Sligo Creek Hedge School

an Irish Music & Culture Camp for Children

At the Sligo Creek Hedge Schan Silver Spring,
Maryland, studentplay Irish music on many
instruments, create Celtic crafts, learn simple Irish
Gaelic, visit instrument builders and have a daily Tea
Poetry Brek with yummy teatime goodies! Of course
trip to the creek is obligatory! All children get a chang
to try many lIrish instrumentsSligo Creek Hedge Scho
is conducted by Karen Ashbrook, renowned teacher ¢
instrumentalist (hammered dulcimer, woodknd, and
pennywhistle).Here a list and brief description of eact
of the classes.

Teen Celtic Band WeekAges 1318, June 27July 2,
9:30 ami 4 pm (6/27 Sunday session will mee6 m)

Cotaught by Paul Oorts, for teens already serious
involved in music. This@lay camp works on
developing ensemble skills, presenting traditional ang
contemporary Celtic music for concert audiences.
Layering, dynamics, creating intros, bridges, endings

Continued on next page
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and crafting performance arrangemenii be the
focus of the camp. The group will record a CD of
their newly created large & small ensemble
arrangements & perforim a retrement home.
(Audition required)

Sprouting Celts Ages 79, July 1923, meets 3
5:30 pm

Let your budding Cle experience Irish music ang
fun in this halfiday camp geared for younger ones.
Wedbll sing, play games
crafts, and have a daily poetry and juice break.
(Child must have turned 7 by January 1, 2010)

Mu s i ci a n ages9\Me August 26, 9:30 an
T 4pm

Student rast already be playing a few Irish tune
Everyone will learn pennywhistle, bodhran (Irish
drum) and Irish songs in addition to their main
instrument. Students will havelaily music sessions
and learn nevunes as well as crafts and field trips
(Audition required

Intro to Irish Music & Arts - Ages 914, August 9-
13, 9:30am - 3:30 pm

No music experience needefitudentsdarn to
play the Irish drum, accordion, pgwhistle and
sing Irish smgs; @ Celtic crafts and games. Fun
poetry for children! This is an excellent introductio
to Irish music and culture

For informationand registrationgontact Karen
Ashbrookat http://karenashbrookom and click on
AFor CdoichlB018980101.
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BEVOS BEST BET

~ Bev Ricks

Bev isin themidstof wrapping up the Spring
Semester for her students and will be back with u
next issue!

Scenes from the 2010 CCE Conference

~ Paul O6Donne

O6Donne

~ Paul
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WEEKLY DANCE CLASSES
Note: class in bold is GWCC
[Check wth Instructor/School foexactclass dates]

Mondays

Ceili, set and 2 hand dance, 7i38:30 pm
"and St. Stephends
Baltimore, MD (at York & Regester Road)
Instructor: Marilyn Moore

Ages 8i adult welcome

Info: Marcia Fergusonparciaferg@comcast.net

Chu

Mondays

Set Dancing, 7 8:30 pm, Beginners

Howard County Parks and Recreation

Instructor, Jan McVey

Ellicott Mills Middle School, 4445 Montgomery
Ave, Ellicott City, MD 21043

Info: 410-313-7275,www.howardcounty.gov/RAP

Tuesdag

Ceili & set dancing’:00 beginners, 8:0@nprovers
Ring of Kerry

Instructors: Susan Daybeginners) Marilyn Moore
(improvers)

Ridgeview Middle School

16600 Raven Rock DriveGaithersburgMD

Info: Roger Andestandes@erols.com

Tuesdays
Sean Nos Dance Class, 8i100:00 pm
J. Patrickoés I rish Pub

1371 Andre Street, Baltimore, MD
Instructor: Kelly Smit

Traditional Iridh music & dance session 9 pm
Info: www.SeanNosDanceBaltimore.com

Tuesdays

Ceili and set Dancing, 7:309:00 pm
Fairfax City Department of Recreation
Green Acres Center, 4401 Sideburn Road, Fairfé
Instructor: Hugh Conway

Info: ceiliset@yahoo.conv032736869

Wednesdays

Ceili & set dancing/ i 9pm

J PatPub ck6s

Instructor: Dan Stanton

1371 Andre StlLocust Point Baltimore,MD
Info: 410-276-2766

MORE WEEKLY DANCE CLASS ES
_Note: class in bold is GWCC
[Check with Instructor/School fagxactclass dates]

Wednesdays
Set Dancing Classes 7:3®:00 pm
St . Maryods County, MD

Instructor: Diane Clark
Info: 301-475-3542,cdpclark@md.metrocast.net

Wednesdays

SeanNos Dance: beginner 7:330 pm
Advanced Beginning, 8:309:20 pm

Joy of MotionAtlas Studio, 1333 H Street, NE
Washington, DC 20002

Instructor: Shannon Dunne

Info and registratiorwww.joyofmotion.org

Wednesdays

Basic Ceili Dance$:30i 7:30

January 7tHFeb. 11th (six week session)

6844 OlneyLaytonsville Rd. Laytonsville, MD 20882
Instructor: Annie Hurley

Info: AnnieHurleySchool@gmail.com

Thursdays

Set dancing 700 basics 8:00 advanced

GWCC

I nstructor: Paul O&6Donn
Frost Center, 4915 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville, MD
Info: 301-649-5419,www.gwcconline.org

Mini -ceili on the third Thursday of the month

Saturdays

Cdlli & set dancing 10:30airl2pm beginner friendly
Comhaltas Ceoltéiri Eireann (CCE)

Instructor: Marilyn Moore

Green Acres Cented401 Sideburn RdRairfax VA
Info: Larry 703281-0910lfrank2 @earthlink.net

In Step

May 2010 5



mailto:marciaferg@comcast.net
http://www.howardcounty.gov/RAP
mailto:randes@erols.com
mailto:ceiliset@yahoo.com
mailto:cpdclark@md.metrocast.net
http://www.joyofmotion.org/
http://www.gwcc-online.org/
mailto:lfrank2@earthlink.net

MONTHLY CEILIS
Note: ceili in bold is GWCC

Emeraldisle Club Ceili
First Saturday, -11 pm
Live music
All-Stars
All dances called by Marilyn Moore.
American Legion Post 183 Hall
2301 Putty Hill Ave, Parkville, MD 21234
Family friendlyi ceili, set and twehand dances
Info: judy@kondner.com

w/ Pet er Fi

Combhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCELeili
Second Saturdays (except September)
Class at 7 pm, Ceili 7:3011pm
Live music by the Bog Wanders Ceili Band
All dances called by Marilyn Moore
Frying Pan Park (OecDec 2009 May 2010
2739 West Ox Road, Herndon, VAZ71
Great Falls Grange (Jakpr 2009)
9819 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066
Family friendlyi ceili, set and twehand dances
Info: http://maddytom.ipower.com/

J Patrick@Gedi I ri sh Pub
Second Sunday, 4:30 8:30pm
1371 Andre Street, Baltimore, MD
Live music by J Patr.i

All dances called by Marilyn Moore
Sets and a few ceili dances
Info: 4102448613

GWCC Celili at Cherry Hill
Fourth Sunday, 59 pm
(Except Ceilis D& 31 and Mar 14)
Cherry Hill Park Convention Center
9800 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park, MD
Set workshop starts at 4pm
Live music & Potluck supper
Sets and few Ceili dancessome dances called
Info: 301-294-3568 rd efreyre@aol.com

LOCAL SEISIUNS AROUND TOWN

J Patrickédés Pub,
Mondayi Beginners Seisiun-80 pm
Tuesday w/Laura ByraEgan & Jim Eagan,-22M
Thursday w/Peter FitzgeraldNidnight

Kids Seisiun w/Donna Long

Info: 4102448613

Locust

1

MORE LOCAL SEISIUNS AROUND TOWN

Royal Mile Pub

2407 Price Ave, Wheaton, MD
Kidsdé Seisiun
info: jmitchellf@yahoo.com

w/ Mi t-630 Fann

Adul t sd0 Seisi-l0:B0, 4t h Sundag
Info: 301:946-4511

Mc Gi ntydés Publick House, S
911 Ellsworth Ave, Silver Spring, MD

Kidsd Seisiun with Mitch H

info: 301-587-1270,jmitchellf@yahoo.com
Adul tsd Tuesdays,
Info: doginbush@yahoo.com

8 : (hémannD e

RiRa Pub Bethesd

4931 EIm Street, Bethesda, MBundays, & pm
Philippe Varlet and Rob Greenway

Info: 301:657-1122,philvar@erols.com

Auld Shebeen Pub

North Street & Rte 123, Fairfax, VA

Saturdays, 12:00, kids once anonth 11:00

Info: 703293-9600,K i d s 6http://mfimonovasession.org

Ryandéds Daughter I rish Pub
600 EasBelvedere Avenue, Baltimer MD, Sundays, 88 pm
w/ Laura ByrneEgan, Pat Egan, Julia Fitzgerald

Info: 410-464-1000

Mc Gi ntyés Pub Arlington,
3560 South Glebe Road, ArlingtdiWednesdays, 7 pm
w/ Josh Duks orKeith Carr

Info: 703-414-3555,joshdukes@mac.com

Nanny O6Briends I rish Pub
3319 Connecticut Ave, NW, Washington, DC

Mondays, 9 pminfo: 202686-9189

O6Lordanés I rish Pub

14 Liberty St., Westminster, MD 21157

Open Irish traditional session

Every othetWednesday9 Sep) 8 pm Info: 410-876-0000

The Parkside, 4709 Harford Road, Baltimore, MD
w/ Myron Bretholz and friendsi" Saturday, 8.1 pm
Info 410444-6004, www.theparksideonline.com/

Boe's Strings, 26 South Market St, Frederick, MD
Thursdays, 8:30 pm
Info: 301-662-0750,www.boesstrings.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Note: events in bold are GWCC

May 8, Saturday, 10 ain7 pm
11" Annual Frederick Celtic Festival
Frederick Fairgrounds, 797 East Patrick St,
Frederick MD
Info: 301-270-9090

May 8, Saturday, 8 pm
Le Vent Du Nord' Celtic Quebecois
Blackrock Center for the Arts
12901 Town Commons Drive
Germantown, MD 20874
Info: 301.528.2260nfo@blackrockcenter.org

May 8, Saturday, 7:30 11pm(Class at 7 pm)
Combhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCE) Ceili
Live music by the Bog Wanders Ceili Band
Dances called by Marilyn Moore
Frying Pan Park 2739 West Ox Road, Herndor
VA 20171, Info: www.ccepotomac.org

May 14 & 15, Friday & Saturday, 9 pm
Laura Byrne Jim Eagan, iad Donna Log
JParick's Irish Pub
1371 Andre Stet Baltimore, MD
Info: www.laurabyrne.com

May 16, Sunday, 8 pm
Hammer and String (Irish/Appalachian)
Rhys Jones, Cleek Schrey & John Herrmann
The Dance Exchange, 7117 Maple Ave, Takon
Park, MD
Info: 3017543611, www.imtfolk.org

May 17, Monday, 7:30 pm
Karan Casey Band (Irish and American folk)
Saint Mark Presbyterian Church
10701 Old Georgetown Rd, Bkville, MD 20852
Info: 3017543611, www.imtfolk.org

May, 23, Sunday, 59 pm
GWCC Ceili at Cherry Hill
Set workshop starts at 4pm
Potluck supper at the first break
Cherry Hill Park Convention Center
9800 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park, MD
Info: 301-294-3568, rdefreyre@aol.com

MORE UPCOMING EVENTS
Note: events in bold are GWCC

May 25, Tuesday, 1:00 pm
Karen Ashbrook & Paul Oorts
Tea at Strathmore Mansion
10309 Rockville Pike, N. Bethesda, MD
Info: 301-581-5108 (Reservations Required)

May 29, Sattday, 5 pm
Finnegan's Jig [Carey Creetbdy MarshaJlAndrea
Hoag,Zan McLeod]
Palladium Civic Green
1445 Laughlin Ave, McLean X
Info: 703288-9505

Jun 36, Wednesday Sunday, 8 pm + 2pm Sat & Sun
Riverdancd Final Tour
Filene Center, Wolftrap, VA
Info: 7032551900, www.wolftrap@wolftrap.org

Jun 5 & 6, Saturdag Sunday, 12 noor7pm
FSGW's 38 Annual Washington Folk Festival
Glen Echo Park, 7300 MacArthur Blvd
Glen Echo, MD
Info: www.fsgw.org

Jun 7, Monday, 9 am
Harp & Shamrock Society Annual Golf Fundraiser
RedGate Golf Club, 13500 Avery Rd, Rockville, M
Info: 240447-9744

Jun 12/13, Saturdaylnday 10 amii 6 pm
17" AnnualPotomac Celtic Festival
Morvin Park Equestrian Center
41793 Tutt Lane, Leesburg, VA 20176

Jun 13, Sunday, 12 pm
Celtic Festival at Steppingstone Farm Museum
461 Quaker Bottom Road,Havre de Grace, MD
Info: 410-939-2299 or 8884191762
www.steppingstonemuseum.org

Jun 19, Saturday,:30pm
Beanie O'Dell & the Red Wellies, Irish music
FSGW House Concert in Del Ray section of
Alexandria, VA
Info: 7035485784, Reservations Required
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MORE UPCOMING EVENTS
Note: events in bold are GWCC

Jul 59, Mondayi Friday
CCE Music, Arts and Dand®AD) Week
Washington Waldd School,
4800 Sangamore RoaBethesda, MD 20815
Info: www.ccepotomac.org

Jul 7, Wednesday, 7 pm
CCE MAD Week Concert
Mc Gintyés Public Hous
Silver Spring, MD
Info: 301-587-1270, www. ccepotpmac.org

July 11- 17, Sunday Saturday
2010 Catskills Irish Arts Week
East Durham, NY
Info: www.irishvillageusa.com

Jul 2530, Sunday Friday
2010 Irish/Celtic Week
Augusta Heritage Center, Elkins, WV
Info: 304637-1209,
www.augustaheritage.comséh.html/

20 Aug, Friday, 8 pm
The Irish TenorsFilene Center, WolftrapgVA
Info: 703-255-1900,www.wolftrap@wolftrap.org

Scenedrom the 2010 CCE Conventio

by Lauraileen 0O6Conr

More Scenes fromthe 2010 CCE Convention

by Lauraileen 0O6Conngd
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