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CCE Monthly Ceilies 

at New Venue for 2009 
       

          Starting this Saturday, January 10
th
, the 

monthly CCE ceilies will be held at the Great Falls 

Grange, 9812 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA   

 

     Built in 1929 for the Great Falls chapter of the 

Fraternal Order of Husbandry (also known as the 

Grange movement), this classic public assembly hall 

has been the site of private and community 

gatherings throughout its life. The spacious naturally 

lit upstairs room, with hardwood floors, great for 

dancing!, barrel-vaulted bead board ceiling, large 

windows, ceiling fans and stage, has a functional 

elegance that is sure to please.  A large lower level 

banquet room and an enormous kitchen make the 

Great Falls Grange a superb setting for any size ceili.   

 

     Located at 9818 Georgetown Pike, the Great 

Falls Grange may be reached by taking Beltway Exit 

44 west (Georgetown Pike, Route 193 west) for 6.2 

miles to the park entrance on the right.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                

Portraits of Ireland 

Coming this March 

          

      Portraits of Ireland, the Teelin Irish Dance March 

Show, is definitely a performance to touch your heart 

with the beauty of Ireland and fuel your spirit with the 

energy of Irish dance, just in time for St. Patrickôs Day! 

 

     This ninety minute performance is a professionally-

collaborated production which has a cohesive theme 

expressed through dance, music, and photographic art.  

The show features the Teelin Irish Dance Company, 

which is comprised of auditioned dancers, and also 

includes professional artists.   

 

 
 

     Portraits of Ireland is a must for anyone who 

appreciates the arts and enjoys live performances.  

Director Maureen Berry is committed to increasing the 

number of high quality artistic productions in 

Maryland, and has successfully met this challenge with 

Portraits of Ireland. 

 

Check out http://www.teelin.com/POIhome.htm dfor all 

the details. 

 

http://www.gwcc-online.org/
http://www.teelin.com/POIhome.htm
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ANNUAL WINTER CELTIC  

MUSIC FESTIVAL WITH 

GENTICORUM  

  

 

     The Celtic Society of Southern Maryland 

(CSSM) presents its Winter Music Festival with 

Genticorum in afternoon workshops (fiddle/feet. 

Flute/pennywhistle, and guitar) and evening concert, 

January 10
th
, at St. Maryôs Ryken High School, 

Leonardtown, MD.  

 

     Genticorum is a very talented and humorous 

Quebecois trio based in Montreal, Canada.  Their 

music is energetic, uplifting, and soulful ï all sung 

in Quebecois French, but prefaced in explicit 

English!  The three men, Pascal Gemme (fiddle, 

feet, vocals), Alexandre de Grosbois-Garand (flute, 

bass, fiddle) and Yann Falquet (guitar, jaw harp, 

vocals) blend musical talents and personalities 

beautifully. 

 

 
 

     The diverse musical arrangements throughout 

their concert will leave you mesmerized, amazed and 

finding it hard to believe so much is coming form 

only three musicians.  They are fast becoming one of 

the most sought after exponents of Quebecois 

musical culture, having performed across North 

 America, Europe, Asia and Oceania ï more than 15 

countries in all. 

 

     Learn more about the Genticorum on YouTube, 

Google, or their website: www.genticorum.com.  

Information about the workshops and concert can be 

found at www.cssm.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FSGW MID -WINTER 

FESTIVA L  

________________________ 

 

 

     The Folklore Society of Greater Washington holds 

its Mid-Winter Folk Festival on Saturday, February 7, 

2009, at the Takoma Park Middle School, Takoma 

Park, MD 

 

Current plans for the 2009 Mid-Winter Festival include: 

Instrument Petting Zoo,  

Contra dancing from noon to 6 pm  

Six different dance workshops (1 hour each)  

Square dance, English Country dance, International 

dance, Irish set dance and Irish step dance. 

Storytelling-featuring the talented Twinbrook Tellers 

Bluegrass workshops and performances,  

Morris Dancers, and 

Crafts 

 

But wait, thereôs more.... 

Waltzing from 6 to 7:30, including a brief lesson on the 

basics. 

 

But wait, thereôs more.... 

An evening contra dance from 7:30 to 10:30 with the 

Glen Echo Band. 

But wait, thereôs still more.... 

 

An all-Irish  extravaganza, óTakoma on the Shannonô, 

from 7:30 to 10:30. 

Check www.fsgw.org for updates and details!! 

 

____________________________________________ 

~~~~~ SET DANCE FOR JANUARY CEILI ~~~~~ 

 

    The set for the January Ceili is the South Kerry Set.  

Originally recorded from the local dance by Muiris 

OôBrien, the set bears no resemblance to the North 

Kerry Set or many other Kerry dances.  The set is 

danced very flat, with no batter, and with hands held 

rather higher than normal in the waltz hold at about 

gents' shoulder level.  Anne Marie Breheny will be 

teaching this set on January 25
th
 and the notes are 

located on pages 9 & 10 of this newsletter.  So bring 

óem with you to the Ceili! 

 

 

http://www.genticorum.com/
http://www.cssm.org/
http://www.fsgw.org/
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR  

 

 
SPRING FLING 2009 

__________________________________________ 

 

     The 2009 GWCC Spring Fling Weekend in 

Shepherdstown, West Virginia is set for 27 ï 29 

March.  Once again we have rooms reserved at the 

Clarion Inn and Conference Center with even better 

room rates than last year.  There will be a welcome 

reception at the Clarionôs Rumsey Tavern before the 

Friday night ceili.  And we will be dancing on the 

great wood floor at the War Memorial Building in 

downtown Shepherdstown.   

 

     Details and registration forms are on pages 11 

and 12 of this issue of In Step. 

 

_________________________________________ 

IRISH CRUISE SETS SAIL 

AUGUST 15, 2009 

 

    The 2009 Irish Set Dancing Cruise aboard the 

Carnival Triumph will set sail from New York, 

August 15 for Halifax and St. John, Canada, and 

return to New York on August 20, 2009.  Enjoy set 

dancing with Patty Furlong, John and Margie 

Reynolds and Brendan Dolan.  Music will be 

provided by the Willie Lynch Band and Irish music 

sessions will be found everywhere.  There is even an 

optional Pub Crawl through the streets of Halifax! 

 

    For more information and registration with BSID 

International, contact Brian Sexton, 866-848-3700, 

732-774-5676, email res@bsidinternational.com.  

The web site is 

www.bsidinternasitonal.com/irishcruise.htm.  

 

 

  

BEVôS BEST BETS 
   ~ Bev Ricks  

 

     Bev is on holiday with family out west and will 

be back for our February issue. 

 

 

  

    DANCE NOTES 
     ~  Edie OôDonnell  

      

 

 

     The Washington area dancers kicked off the holiday 

season with our annual dancersô party.  Jim Keenan 

graciously opened his house to dancers from all the 

classes, past and present.  There was music, a bountiful 

buffet, dancing and just plain socializing.  Itôs always a 

wonderful evening, and this year was no exception. 

 

The hall at Cherry Hill sparkled and so did many of the 

dancers as GWCC members and friends gathered for a 

night of festivity to ring in the New Year.  Our 

attendees looked wonderful, many in tuxedos and 

glittery dresses!  Cherry Hill was also looking its best, 

thanks to our dedicated decorating committee, led by 

Jane Twomey, whose special attention to detail always 

creates a magical environment.  Our attendees worked 

some dessert magic as well; the buffet covered three 

tables, and truly held something for everyone! 

 

The band also sparkled, with Dave, Billy, Zan and 

Myron giving us their very best reels, polkas and 

waltzes.  We danced a lot of old favorites, with the first 

set including the Clare Plain Set, the North Kerry and 

the Connemara Reel.  After an attack on that bountiful 

dessert table, we began the second set with the 16 Hand 

Reel, followed by the Cashel, the Clare Mazurka and a 

"just before midnight" waltz.  At midnight, we counted 

down the old year, and celebrated the new year with 

champagne, noisemakers, and hugs and kisses all 

around.  We finished off the night with a spirited Clare 

Lancers and another waltz.   

 

Throughout the evening, door prizes were awarded, 

consisting of candy, place mats, Irish Mist and a gift 

basket chock full of Irish goodies. A special raffle of a 

beautiful afghan in our performance colors of black, 

white and green was won by Jane McDowell.  The 

afghan was lovingly crafted by our own Betty 

McCarthy.  By all accounts, everyone had a wonderful 

time; we can't wait to do it again next year! 

 

 

 

Continued on next page. 

 

mailto:res@bsidinternational.com
http://www.bsidinternasitonal.com/irishcruise.htm
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     As we get closer to St. Patrickôs Day, our 

outreach events at area seniors' residences begin.  If 

you have never participated in these performances, 

which are open to all members, and would like to 

join us, see Edie OôDonnell or Dixie Baker for 

details.  A practice session is scheduled prior to the 

events. 

 

     And if thatôs not enough dancing for you, donôt 

forget to come to the GWCC dance classes at the 

Frost Center in Rockville on Thursday nights.  The 

new session begins January 8, so shake off the 

winter blues with some spirited dancing!  Basics at 7 

PM; experienced from 8:00 until 9:30.  Check with 

Paul OôDonnell for details at 301.649.6410 or visit 

the GWCC website at www.gwcc-on-line.org. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

A LITTLE SOMETHING  EXTRA 

 AT  THE  JANUARY  CEILI  
    

      At our January 25th ceili, the Teelin Irish Dance 

Company, part of the Teelin School of Irish Dance, 

will perform during our second break.  They are 

promoting their upcoming Portraits of Ireland 

performances in March and will demonstrate a 

preview of the talent sure to be enjoyed in their 

production. 

 

      The Teelin Irish Dance Company is known for 

performances that accentuate the energy of Irish 

dance with envelope-pushing choreography.  From 

the graceful beauty of jigs and reels, to the 

thundering beat of Irish percussive dance, a 

performance by this company leaves audience 

members at the edge of their seats, wishing for 

more!  A promotional video clip of their dance 

performance can be found at 

http://www.teelin.com/POIhome.htm.  
 

 

GWCC Officers and Board of Directors 
Officers: 

Tom Scullen President  

Dixie Baker Vice-President 

Ed OôConnor Treasurer  

Paul OôDonnell Secretary 

Board Members: 

Susan Day Don Kaliher 

Linda Fitzpatrick Frank McCarthy 

Dick de Freyre Emmett Murphy 

Betty McCarthy Edie OôDonnell 

Joan OôConnor Bev Ricks  

Jane Twomey  Patrick Twomey 

  

Committees (Chair): 

Ceili (Dixie Baker and Dick de Freyre) 

Membership (Frank and Betty McCarthy) 

Outreach (Edie OôDonnell and Dixie Baker) 

Newsletter (Don Kaliher) 

Scholarship (Beth Curren) 

Cape May (Linda Fitzpatrick) 

Spring Fling (Joan OôConnor) 

Publicity (Emmett Murphy) 

Elections (Edie OôDonnell) 

 

 

 

http://www.gwcc-on-line.org/
http://www.teelin.com/POIhome.htm
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MONTHLY CEILIS       

Note: ceili in bold is GWCC 

 
First Saturdays (Oct, Nov, Jan, Feb, Apr, May) 
       7 ï 11 pm 
 
First Sundays (Dec, Mar) 4 pm 

Emerald Isle Club Ceili  

Live music Peter Fitzgerald/J. Patrickôs All-Stars 

All dances called by Marilyn Moore. 

American Legion Hall  

2301 Putty Hill Avenue (NEW LOCATION) 

Parkville, MD 

Family friendly ï ceili, set and two-hand dances 

Info: Judy Kondner, judy@kondner.com 

 
Second Saturdays:  
 

Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann (CCE)  

Class at 7 pm, Ceili 7:30 ï 11pm 

Live music by the Bog Wanders Ceili Band.    

All dances called by Marilyn Moore.  

Great Falls Grange (Jan-May 2009) 

9819 Georgetown Pike 

Great Falls, VA  22066  

Family friendly ï ceili, set and two-hand dances 

Info: Kendra Swann (kendrar179@aol.com) 

 
Second Sunday: 
 
J Patrickôs Irish Pub Ceili 4:30 ï 8:30pm 

1371 Andre Street, Baltimore, MD 

Live music by J Patrickôs All Star Ceili Band 

All dances called by Marilyn Moore 

Sets and a few ceili dances  

Info: call 410-244-8613 

 
Fourth Sundays (Jan, Feb, and Apr 09) 
Third Sundays (Mar and May 09) 
Special (31 Dec 08) 
 

GWCC Ceili at Cherry Hill 5 pm  

     Set workshop starts at 4pm 

Live music.  Potluck supper.   

     Sets and few Ceili dances - some dances called 

Cherry Hill Park Convention Center 

9800 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park, MD 

Info: 301-294-3568 rdefreyre@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 LOCAL SEISIUNS AROUND TOWN  
 
J Patrickôs Pub, Locust Point, MD 
Monday ï Beginners Seisiun 8-10 pm 
Tuesday w/Laura Byrne & Jim Eagan, 9-Midnight 
Thursday w/Peter Fitzgerald 8-Midnight 
Kids Seisiun w/Donna Long 
Info: 410-244-8613 
 
Royal Mile Pub, Wheaton, MD 
Kidsô Seisiun, 4

th
 Sunday, 5-6:30 

info: jmitchellf@yahoo.com 
Adultsô Seisiun, 4

th
 Sunday, 7-10:30 

Info: 301-946-4511 
 
McGintyôs Publick House, Silver Spring, MD 
Kidsô 2

nd
 Sunday info: jmitchellf@yahoo.com 

Adultsô Tuesdays, 8:00 
Dennis Botzer  and Patrick Kavanagh 
 info: dennis.botzer@ey.com 
Childrenôs Irish Music Session, 1

st
 Tuesday , 6:30 ï 

7:50 p.m. 
Info:  mail@karenashbrook.com , 301-592-0101 
 
RiRa Pub, Bethesda, MD 
Wednesdays, 7-11 and Sundays, 3-7 p.m. 
Philippe Varlet and Rob Greenway 
Info: philvar@erols.com 
 
Auld Shebeen, North St & Rte 123, Fairfax, VA 
Saturdays, 12-2:00, kids once a month 11:00 
Info: 703-293-9600 
Kidsô info: http://www.novasession.org  

 

OôFaolainôs Irish Pub 

20921 Davenport Dr, Sterling, VA 

Sundays, 6:30-9:30  

Betsy OôMalley & Jim Wade 

Info: 703-444-9796 

 

Ryanôs Daughter Irish Pub, 

600 East Belvedere Avenue, Baltimore, MD 

Sundays, 5-8 pm   

w/ Laura Byrne-Egan, Pat Egan, Julia Fitzgerald 

Info: 410-464-1000 

 

Philadelphia Ceili Group 

The Irish Center, 6815 Emlen Street, Philadelphia, PA 

Third Friday of the month, 8pm to 11.  

w/ Paddy OôNeill, flute and Caitlin Finley, fiddle  

Info: Philadelphia Ceili Group mcniffa@gmail.com 

 

Nanny OôBrienôs Pub, Mondays,  9 pm 

3319 Connecticut Ave, NW, DC 

Info:  202-686-9189 

 

mailto:kendrar179@aol.com
mailto:rdefreyre@aol.com
mailto:dennis.botzer@ey.com
mailto:mail@karenashbrook.com
mailto:philvar@erols.com
http://www.novasession.org/
mailto:mcniffa@gmail.com
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WEEKLY DANCE CLASSES  
Note: class in bold is GWCC 

[Check with Instructor/School for exact class dates] 
 
Mondays  
Ceili, set and 2 hand dance, 7:30 ï 8:30 pm 
1

st
 and St. Stephenôs Church, 6815 York Road, 

Baltimore, MD (at York  & Regester Road) 
Instructor: Marilyn Moore 
Ages 8 ï adult welcome 
Info: Marcia Ferguson, marciaferg@comcast.net 
 
Mondays 
Set Dancing, 7 ï 8:30 pm, Beginners 
Howard County Parks and Recreation 
Instructor, Jan McVey 
Ellicott Mills Middle School, 4445 Montgomery 
Ave, Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Info:  410-313-7275, www.howardcounty.gov/RAP  
 
Tuesdays 
Ceili & set dancing 7:00 beginners, 8:00 improvers 
Ring of Kerry 
Instructors: Anne Marie Russell (beginners) 
Marilyn Moore (improvers) 
Ridgeview Middle School 
16600 Raven Rock Drive, Gaithersburg, MD 
Info: Roger Andes, randes@erols.com  

 
Tuesdays 
Sean Nos Dance Class, 8:00 ï 9:00 pm 
J. Patrickôs Irish Pub, 
1371 Andre Street, Baltimore, MD 
Instructor:  Kelly Smit 
Traditional Irish music & dance session 9 pm 
Info: www.SeanNosDanceBaltimore.com 

 
Tuesdays 
Ceili and set Dancing, 7:30 ï 9:00 pm 

  Fairfax City Department of Recreation 
Green Acres Center, 4401 Sideburn Road, Fairfax,  
Instructor: Hugh Conway 

Info:  ceiliset@yahoo.com, 703-273-6869 

 
Wednesdays 
Ceili & set dancing 7 ï 9pm 
J Patrickôs Pub   
Instructor: Dan Stanton 
1371 Andre St, Locust Point, Baltimore, MD 
Info: 410-276-2766 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MORE WEEKLY DANCE CLASSES   
Note: class in bold is GWCC 

[Check with Instructor/School for exact class dates] 
 

Wednesdays 
Set dancing & steps: 7:30 ï 9 pm 
Instructor: Jim Keenan 
Gaithersburg/Rockville Area 
Info:  jnkeenan@comcast.net 

 
 
Wednesdays 
Set Dancing Classes 7:30 ï 9:00 pm 
St. Maryôs County, MD 
Instructor:  Diane Clark 
Info:  301-475-3542, cdpclark@md.metrocast.net  

 
 
Wednesdays 
Sean-Nos Dance: beginner 7:30-8:30 pm 
Advanced Beginning, 8:30 ï 9:20 pm 
Joy of Motion Atlas Studio, 1333 H Street, NW, 
Washington, DC  20002 
Instructor: Shannon Dunne 
Info and registration  www.joyofmotion.org   
 
 
Wednesdays,  
Basic Ceili Dances 6:30 ï7:30 
January 7th-Feb. 11th (six week session) 
6844 Olney-Laytonsville Rd. Laytonsville, MD 20882 
Instructor:  Annie Hurley 
Info: AnnieHurleySchool@gmail.com 
 
 
Thursdays  
Set dancing 7:00 beginners, 8:00 advanced 

GWCC  

Instructor: Paul OôDonnell  

Frost Center, 4915 Aspen Hill Road, Rockville, MD 
Info: IrishGWCC@aol.com 

 Mini -ceili on the third Thursday of the month 
 
 
 Saturdays 
Ceili & set dancing 10:30amï12pm beginner friendly 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Eireann (CCE) 
Instructor: Marilyn Moore 
Green Acres Center, 4401 Sideburn Rd., Fairfax, VA 
Info: Larry 703-281-0910 lfrank2@earthlink.net 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:marciaferg@comcast.net
http://www.howardcounty.gov/RAP
mailto:randes@erols.com
mailto:ceiliset@yahoo.com
mailto:jnkeenan@comcast.net
mailto:cpdclark@md.metrocast.net
http://www.joyofmotion.org/
mailto:IrishGWCC@aol.com
mailto:lfrank2@earthlink.net
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Note: events in bold are GWCC 
 

Jan 8, Thursday, 8 pm    

Altan, Barns at Wolf Trap, 1635 Trap Road, 

Vienna VA 22182; Info:   www.wolftrap.org 

 

Jan 9, Friday 

Upper Potomac Pipers Weekend, Shepherd 

University, Shepherdstown WV with Jerry 

OôSullivan, Laura MacKenzie, Eliot Grasso, 

Dick Hensold, Elke Baker; Info: 304-263-2531;  

http://upmw.smad.us/updf.html.  

 

Jan 10, Saturday, 7 pm 

CCE Ceili at Great Falls Grange, 9817 

Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066; Marin 

Moore, calling dances,  Bog Wanderers Ceili 

Band 

 

Jan 10, Saturday 

Winter Celtic Music Festival w/ Genticorum, St. 

Maryôs Ryken High School, Leonardtown, MD, 

Info:  www.cssm.org 

 

Jan 14, Wednesday, 8 pm 

Open Irish traditional session, OôLordanôs Irish 

Pub, 14 Liberty Street, Westminster, MD 21157 

Info: 410-876-0000 

 

Jan 18, Sunday, 4 pm 

Iona, Davies Memorial Universalist Unitarian 

Church, 7400 Temple Hills Road, Camp Springs, 

MD 

Info:  301-868-0082 

 

Jan 21, Wednesday, 8 pm 

Enter the Haggis (The Wild Rovers open),  

Rams Head Tavern, 33 West St., Annapolis, MD 

21401 

Info:  410-268-4545, www.ramsheadtavern.com.  

 

Jan 23/24 Friday/Saturday, 9 pm 

James Gallagher & Off the Boat, Irish Channel 

Pub, Crofton, 1053 MD Rt.3, Gambrills, MD 

 

 

MORE UPCOMING EVENTS  

Note: events in bold are GWCC 

 

Jan 25, Sunday 

GWCC Ceili at Cherry Hill 5 pm  

With Laura Byrne -Egan, Donna Long. Sean 

McComisky & Rosie Shipley 

Set workshop starts at 4pm 

Teelin School of Irish Dance Performing 

Potluck supper at the first break 

Cherry Hill Park Convention Center 

9800 Cherry Hill Rd, College Park, MD 

Info: 301-294-3568 rdefreyre@aol.com 
 

Jan 27, Tuesday, 8:30 pm 

Seamus Kennedy, Harry Browne's, 66 State Circle, 

Annapolis MD 

Info: 410-263-4332 

 

Jan 28, Wednesday, 8 pm 

Open Irish traditional session, OôLordanôs Irish 

Pub, 14 Liberty St., Westminster, MD 21157 

Info: 410-876-0000 

 

Feb 7, Saturday, 12 noon-10:30 pm 

FSGW Mid-Winter Festival, Takoma Park Middle 

School, Takoma Park, MD  

Info:  www.fsgw.org  

 

Feb 28, Saturday, 7:30 pm 

Maura OôConnell, The Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon 

Avenue, Alexandria VA 22305 

Info:  703-549-7500;l www.birchmere.com 

 

Feb 28, Saturday, 8 pm 

John Roberts, English song & concertina 

(Homegrown Concerts), National Colonial 

Farm,3400 Bryan Point Road, Accokeek, MD 

Info: 301-789-1190 

 

Feb 28, Saturday, 8 pm 

Scythian, 12
th
 Annual Blarney Ball, The University 

Club of Washington, DC 

Info:  www.scythianmusic.com. 

 

Mar 11, Wednesday 

Lunasa at the Reston Community Center,  

Reston, VA 

Info:  www.lunasa.ie 

 

http://upmw.smad.us/updf.html
http://www.cssm.org/
http://www.ramsheadtavern.com/
mailto:rdefreyre@aol.com
http://www.fsgw.org/
http://www.birchmere.com/
http://www.scythianmusic.com/
http://www.lunasa.ie/


In Step   January 2009  8  


